Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 NIAMEY 03038 150126Z 
ACTION AF-10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-05 H-01 
INR-10 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 SP-02 SS-15 
ICA-11 /076W 

033563 152150Z/73 

R 140935Z IUL 78 
FM AMEMBASSY NIAMEY 
TO AMEMBASSY NOUAKCHOTT 
SECSTATE WASHDC 0750 
INFO AMEMBASSY KHARTOUM 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE NIAMEY 3038 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PEPR, NG, MR 

SUBJECT: NIGER NEWSPAPER REPORTS REACTIONS TO MAURITANIAN COUP. 

1 . THE NIGER NEWSPAPER "LE SAHEL" REPORTED IN TODAY'S ISSUE 
RCJULY 13) THAT AFTER "L'EMOTION" CAUSED BY THE MAURITANIAN 
COUP D'ETAT ON MONDAY. THE COM DECIDED TO BRING TO BEAR A 
GREATER CALM TO THEIR WORK. 

2. IN ADDITION, THE ARTICLESPORTED THAT FORMER MAURITANIAN 
FOREIGN MINISTER M. HAMDI OULD MOUKNASS LEFT KHARTOUM 
TUESDAY TO RETURN TO NOUAKCHOTT VIA PARIS. HE IS ALLEGED 

TO HAVE SAID TO FRIENDS WHO ACCOMPANIED TO THE AIRPORT THAT 
HE WAS RETURNING BECAUSE HE COULD NOT DESERT HIS COUNTRY 
AND BECAUSE HE DOES NOT WANT TO APPEAR TO BE A COWARD IN 
THE EYES OF HIS CHILDREN. IN ADDITION HE REPORTEDLY SAID 
THAT HE COULD NOT SEE WHAT THE COUP WOULD LEAD TO. THE 
COUP MAKERS CAN FEEL THEMSELVES TO BE MILITARILY STRONG, BUT 
THE PROBLEMS OF MAURITANIA ARE, ABOVE, ALL, POLITICAL 
AND DIPLOMATIC AND IN THIS RESPECT, HAMDI OULD MOUKNASS 
SUPPOSEDLY CONFIDED "EN SUSTANCE" THAT HE IS NOT SURE THAT 
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THE AUTHORS OF THE COUP HAVE THE NECESSARY EXPERIENCE.! AMES 
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